HOUSTON>< CHRONICLE 


FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019 « 


HOUSTONCHRONICLE.COM  - 


VOL. 118, NO. 188 


e $2.00 


Evidence without a crime 


REPORT: Mueller probe’s 
allegations could shift role 
of prosecution to Congress 


By Devlin Barrett and Matt Zapotosky 
WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - The report from Robert Mueller 
lays out abundant evidence against President Don- 
ald Trump, finding 10 “episodes” of potential ob- 
struction of justice, but ultimately concluding it was 
not the special counsel’s role to determine whether 
the commander in chief broke the law. 

Submitted to Congress on Thursday, the 448-page 
document alternates between scenes of presidential 
scheming and dense legal analysis, and it marks the 
onset of anew phase of the Trump administration in 
which congressional Democrats must decide what, 
if anything, to do with Mueller’s evidence. 

The report suggests — though never explicitly 
states — that Congress, not the Justice Department, 
should assume the role of prosecutor when the per- 
son who may be prosecuted is the president. 

“The conclusion that Congress may apply the ob- 
struction laws to the President’s corrupt exercise of 


Erin Schaff / New York Times 
President Donald Trump claimed Thursday that the Mueller 
report cleared him of wrongdoing. Democrats disagreed. 


» Trump sees it as a good day; Democrats hesitant on impeachment; 


ANALYSIS: The findings 
reveal White House culture 
of frustration and chaos 


By Peter Baker and Maggie Haberman 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - As President Donald Trump met 
with advisers in the Oval Office in May 2017 to discuss 
replacements for the FBI director he had just fired, 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions slipped out of the room 
to take a call. 

When he came back, he gave Trump bad news: 
Robert Mueller had just been appointed as a special 
counsel to take over the investigation into Russia’s in- 
terference in the 2016 presidential election and any 
actions by the president to impede it. 

Trump slumped in his chair. “Oh, my God,” he said. 
“This is terrible. This is the end of my presidency.” 

It has not been the end of his presidency, but it has 
come to consume it. Although the resulting two-year 
investigation ended without charges against Trump, 
Mueller’s report painted a portrait of a White House 
dominated by a president desperate to thwart the in- 
quiry only to be restrained by aides equally desperate 


Evidence continues on A15 


a look at what Mueller considered possible obstruction. Page A14 


Analysis continues on A15 


Saluting last of Doolittle Raiders 


Bob Owen / Staff photographer 


A crowd of more than 1,000 celebrated the life and service of Lt. Col. Richard “Dick” E. Cole during a memorial service 
Thursday at Joint Base San Antonio-Randolph. Among the attendees were Air Force Secretary Heather Wilson, center 
left, and Gen. David L. Goldfein, Air Force Chief of Staff. Story on page A3. 


High turnover continues to plague DA’s office 


Harvey backlog, pay 
blamed; some point 
to lack of leadership 


By Keri Blakinger 
STAFF WRITER 


In the 28 months since a new 
reform-minded district attorney 
took over as the county’s top 
prosecutor, more than 140 law- 
yers have left the office, generat- 
ing a sharp uptick in turnover 
that officials attribute to low pay 
and fallout from Hurricane 


Harvey. 

That figure, which includes 
the slew of lawyers District Attor- 
ney Kim Ogg let go at the start of 
her term, represents a combina- 
tion of voluntary and involun- 
tary departures that have cost 
the county more than $1.5 mil- 
lion in comp and vacation time 
payouts. 

“Since Harvey, the criminal 
justice system in Harris County 
has been strained, still lacking a 
fully functioning courthouse,” 
Ogg said. “The community 
should be concerned that we still 


District 
Attorney Kim 
Ogg says 
Hurricane 
Harvey 
strained her 
office. 


do not have a fully functioning 
criminal justice system nearly 20 
months after Harvey.” 

But some current and former 
staffers chalked up the depar- 
tures instead to changing office 
culture and lack of leadership, 
while defense lawyers wondered 


if the turnover might stem froma 
reluctance to embrace the new 
administration’s progressive pri- 
orities. 

“There are some folks who 
just will not embrace Kim Ogg's 
progressive views of trying to use 
treatment courts, drug treat- 
ment diversion and less reflexive 
use of the death penalty if Jesus 
came down and told them it was 
the right thing,” said defense at- 
torney Pat McCann, a former 
president of the Harris County 
Criminal Lawyers Association. 

Turnover continues on A17 


Mediation 
ordered 
in Prop B 
dispute 


Judge tells fire union, 
city to hash out how 
to implement parity 


By Jasper Scherer 
STAFF WRITER 


A state district judge on Thurs- 
day ordered the city, the Houston 
Professional Fire Fighters Associ- 
ation and the Houston Police Offi- 
cers’ Union to enter into media- 
tion as they seek to resolve linger- 
ing differences over the imple- 
mentation of Proposition B, the 
measure granting firefighters the 
same pay as police of correspond- 
ing rank and seniority. 

Judge Tanya Garrison of the 
157th Civil District Court ordered 
the mediation after hearing argu- 
ments in a lawsuit seeking to in- 
validate the pay parity amend- 
ment. During the hearing, Garri- 
son said she would not issue a rul- 
ing on the case “any time soon,” 
concluding it would only set back 
ongoing negotiations to phase in 
firefighters’ Prop B-mandated 
raises. 

“IfI make a decision on this one 
way or the other ... it will be the 
equivalent of throwing a bomb in 
the middle of the attempts to ne- 
gotiate a resolution,” Garrison 
said. 

The judge gave the parties until 
noon Monday to agree on a medi- 
ator. The court would appoint a 
mediator if they cannot settle on 
one. 

The mediation is mandatory 
but not binding. 

The mediator may suggest 
ways to resolve the dispute but 
cannot impose judgment, accord- 
ing to a list of rules attached to 
Garrison’s court order. If the par- 
ties do not voluntarily agree to a 
settlement, the issue returns to 
Garrison. 

During mediation, the city and 
fire union are expected to contin- 
ue trying to hash out disagree- 

Prop B continues on A17 
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